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Maryland Historical Trust © 0440005704
_tate Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ no

1. Name {indicate preferred name)

historic 1502-1508 Thames Street

and/or common 1502-1508 Thames Street (preferred)

2. Location

attact & number 1502-1508 Thames Street

___ not for publication

city, town Baltimore ___ vicinity of congressional district Third
Maryland Baltimore City
state county
] L] -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district public —__ occupied —___ agriculture - — museum
X building(s) ___ private _*_unoccupied ___commercial ___ park
— structure __ both ____work in progress _ educational ____ private residence
__site Public Acquisition Accessible —__entertainment —_religious
—___ object ___in process ____yes: restricted —__government ____ scientific
—__ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ____ industrial transportation
_X not applicable X po ___ military X other: vacant

4. Ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Bond Street Associates, Michael Silver, Managing General Partner

street & number 1021 World Trade Center telephone no.:301-244-7292

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 21202

5. Location of Legal Description

e T Baltimore City Land Records 6ffice, Room 610 liber JBC 2175

strsst & number 100 North Calvert Street folio 262

Baltimore
city, town stale Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

«ate . —federal ____state ____county ____ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. = "o

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent X __ deteriorated ____ unaltered X __original site

— good —ruins _x__ altered —__moved date of move
___tair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

1502~1508 Thames Street is a brick warehouse facility on the north side of Thames
Street (photo 1) between Caroline Street on the west and Bond Street on the east.
It is not included within the boudnaries of the Fell's Point National Register
Historic District. The property consists of the shells of two 3-stery rowhouses
(1502-1504 Thames Street) and a T-shaped, two story tall warehouse (1506-1508).
The property has undergone many changes since the land was first developed in the
early 19th century, the most recent of which occurred in the 1950's.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The structure at 1502-1508 Thames Street consists of a two story tall warehouse
(1506-1508 Thames Street) which extends northwest to Caroline Street and was
constructed in the 1950's and two much altered (1950's and probably earlier)
rewhouses (Photo 1). The properties were interconnected in the mid-20th
century when, it is beleived, the south facade was faced with ironspot brick.

The "‘rowhouses' (1502-1504) are two bays wade, three stories tall, and have a
common gable roof. Most of the first floor elevation of 1502 is taken up with
a large opening under a steel lintel now covered with plywood. A door exists
in the eastern bay of 1504 nest to a window filled with glass block. The
remaining windows indicate the presence, originally, of glx over six sash,

At the party wall on the sidewalk may be found a pair of iron doors covering the
access to the basement. Access is also gained from the interior of the building
at the original rear (north) wall of the rowhouses through a wide opening at
ground level. The basement, a common space under'both 1502 and 1504, has a low
ceiling (6' approx.) and a cement floor. A stone foundation wall exists(photo 15)
in 1504; no evidence of stone walls is visible in 1502,

1502-1504 Thames Street were originally two rooms deep. In the 1950's the rowhouses
were encircled by the garage to the east (1506 and 1508) .and were interconnected.
No remnant of the 19th c. domestic detailing remains.

Major alterations occurred in the mid-20th century including the refacing of the
south wall with ironspot brick, the addition of . 4' wide openings-on the first
and second floor of 1504 from the warshouse, and the addition of openings of
similar width in the party wall with 1502. The change ~to .\, warehbuse space

is indicated by the north-south orientation of the second floor boards in contrast
to the east-west orientation on the thrid floor.

The first floor of 1504 was partitionned to create three bathrooms (photo 3),
while the first floor of 1502 (photos 6 and 7) consists of two rooms sheathed
in fiber board on the walls and ceiling most recently used as an employee lounge.

The south wall of 1504 consists of exposed cement block with a glass block window

See continuation sheet.



8. Significance Survey No. B-=4000

riod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning __ landscape architecture____ religion
__1400-1499 X archeology-historic  ___ conservation —_law ___science
—1500-1599 ___ agriculture —__ economics —_literature — sculpture
— 1600-1699 ____ architecture — education — military — social/
1700-1799 ___ art —__ engineering — music humanitarian
— 1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
_____ 1900~ ____communications ____ industry ____politics/government ____ transportation
___invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _B _ C XD
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

SIGNIFICANCE

The substantial alterations of 1502-1508 Thames Street have eliminated the historic
integrity required for a building to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation.
the 18th and early 19th century development of the property has been either totally
~liminated at 1506-1508 Thames Street which is a garage/warehouse or has been

asticalv altered at 1502-1504 Thames Street which (c. 1940) became an adjunct facility
L.t the garage. The common ironspot brick facade was probably added after 1940
when the properties were consolidated under one ownership.

The purpose of this essay is to summarize the history of the property. (NOTE: The
Maryland Historical Trust has all research notes upon which this essay is based.)

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

The property now known as 1502-1508 Thames Street was originally Lot 22 in Fell's
Addition to Baltimore. In 1769 Ann Fell leased the 60 foot wide lot on Thames Street
to John Bond. Bond conveyed the lease in 1772 to James Anderson. Anderson then
leased the eastern half (1506-1508) to Joseph Beaumont and the western half (1502-1504)
to William Johnson, sailmaker. The boundary description in Johnson's deed (Baltimore
City Deeds WG #B/140) mentions ". . . were a certain Adam Linsey [sic] now lives. . .
indicating a presence of a dwelling on Johnson's half. The 1796 City Directory

lists William Johnson, sailmaker, as living on Thames Street. The 1798 Federal
Direct Tax Assessment indicates that William Johnson owned a two story brick house

in Fell's Point (Depford Hundred) occupied by a Captain Nelson. Unfortunately
neither Adam Linsey or Joseph Beaumont appear in the Assessment.

The next reference to a building is a 1847 deed (AWB #390/444) which describes a 31

foot lot fronting on Thames Street (1502-1504) ", , . with improvements being a two

story brick house. . . .'" This could have been the structure referred to ih the

1798 Assessment. After 1856 the lot (1502-1504) was divided in half and had separate
‘ers until 1933 when the four addresses were consolidated by one owner.

See Continuation Sheet
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See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code )
state code county code >

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Louise Akerson, Catharine Black, Jane McWilliams, Nancy Miller

organization Walter Schamu and Assoc. date May 1984

street & number 17 gpast Preston Street telephone 301-442-1772

cityortown gpaltimore state Maryland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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Survey No.

jod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation —law ____ science
—_1500-1599 ___ agriculture —__economics —literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 ___ architecture —__ education — military — social/
—1700-1799 ____ art —___engineering — music humanitarian
. 1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settiement _.__ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ —___ communications __ industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention —__ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title Nancy Miller

organization Walter Schamu and Assoc.

date May 1984

telephone 301-685-3582

city or town Baltimore

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438
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DESCRIPTION
Continuation sheet p., 1 B-L4000

(photos 4 and 5). The second and thrid floors ( except for the second floor

of 1502 ) of both buildings consist of one room per buidling with a clear

span, probably used for storage (photo 14). The second floor of 1502 is divided
into two rooms (photos 10 and 11). In the center of the third floor of

1504 is a hole in the .floor providing access to the second floor (photo 13).

A one run, narrow stair at the northern end of the east and west walls of

1502 and 1504 connects the floors. Two six over six sash remain on the south
wall of 1502 (photo 13). The roof is visibly sagging, indicating a very

poor structural condition.

A two story tall warehouse exists to the east (1506 and 1508). Its lronspot
brick facade contains a metal garage door flanked by two high, glass block
windows. Under the eastern window is a pedestrian door. On the inside,

the building consists of a T-shaped, two story space (photo 16) stretching
northwest 190' to Caroline Street. The storage space extends west behind
1502 and 1504 and to the east behind 1510 Thames Street. Brick, two story
high walls exist at the approximate location of the former property, or lot,-
boundaries. This creates four warehouse/storage spaces with no interior
columns. The floor is concrete throughout. Wide openings conneet the
spaces. The space behind (north) of 1510 Thames Street had been partitionned
to create a refrigeration room at the north end. A Howe vehicular scale

of mid-20th century date exists at the Thames Street entrance.

The west wall of the building along Caroline Street which attained its
present appearance in the mid-20th century is brick, painted white, two
stories high, and in three sections. The northern section (rear of 1510
Thames Street) has a door at the south end with a bricked-up door above,
and three bricked-up windows on the second floor to the north. The

central section (behind 1506 and 1508) has a window and a two story wooden
door hung from a metal beam. The southern section (behind 1504 and 1502)
has a two story wooden door hung from a metal beam at the northern end and
bricked-up fenestration of a two story, three bay building. When the buildings
were consolidated and interconnected in the mid-20th century, the Caroline
Street elevation was constructed incorporating parts of extant brick walls.

The northern wall at the apex of the triangle of the building is narrow
and contains no fenestration. The eastern wall is also blank and extends
south to the northeast corner of 1510 Thames Street.



B-4000

1502-1508 Thames Street, Baltimore City

#8 Statement of Significance continuation sheet 1

The 19th century history of the lot is best documented by the Assessors!
Field Books and the Sandborn maps. In 1866, 1502 Thames Street was

a three story brick house owned by William Freeman, a block maker who
operated out of the building. Ten years later David Perry was the owner
and had a liquor and confectionary business in the building. In 1898 the
Assessors list the building as being two and one half stories tall, not
three, used as a grocery store by Celia Nelson, the owner. By 1902
(Sandborn map) the building was again three stories used as a boarding
house. The use returned to a store in 1917,

In 1866, 1504 Thames Street was a three story brick house leased by
W. Frank Roby & Co. who sold rope and iron. Ten years later the
tenant Samuel Boone was a "trunk dealer." The 1898 Assessment
describes the building as a two and one half story brick building,
identical to the description of 1502 indicating a possible mistake
by the assessor. One change did occur in 1898: the addition of a
one story brick back building. (Or, 1 S. B. B. B., in the Assessors'
short hand.,) John and Frederika Jewer used the building as their
residence from 1889 until 1915, The 1917 Sandborn Atlas indicates
that the building was returned to retail use.

The garage at 1506-1508 Thames Street was constructed in the 1940's
when the four lots were consolidated. This area is the western section
of Fell's Point Lot 22 leased to Joseph Beaumont., No early records
have been uncovered as to the structures on the property. By the
mid-19th century 1506 Thames Street was a two story brick house
with a one story frame kitchen used as a liquor store. The 1876
assessment describes a three story brick house valued at roughly
four times the two story house indicating either new construction
or major alteration. ($563 in 1866 and $2250 in 1876) Before 1898
a two story brick back building was-~added. The property retained
this configuration and residential use through the mid-20th century.

Its neighbor to the east 1508 Thames Street was a three story brick
house in 1866 with a brick liquor store on the rear of the lot on
Caroline Street. By 1876 a bar was operating on the premises probably
in the Thames Street building as the brick store on Caroline Street

is not mentioned. Before 1898 a brick back building was added (two
stories high) and the use changed to a store. The 1902 Sandborn atlas
shows a dwelling which had been demolished for a brick warehouse by
1917. That warehouse covered the entire lot back to Caroline Street.



B-4000

CHAIN OF TITLE

1502-1508 Thames Street
7-3-1818-41 through 43

JFC 2175/262
1/23/1967
Deed

MLP 7066/71
1/6/1947
Deed

MLP 6684/339
3/7/1944
Deed

MLP 6523/323
10/20/43
Deed

MLP 6015/123
3/16/1940
Deed

SCL 5377/199
9/23/1933
Deed

Eugene Duvallto Ros R Lousi Fullano

Eugene Duvalli,et. al., to Eugene Duvall

Eugene Duvallto Eugene Duvalland William Duvall

Sol Berenson to Eugene Duvall

George Lochner, trustee, to Sol Berenson

Vincent Palmisano, trustee, to Columbia Building Savings and Loan

see subsequent sheets



B-4000  p.2

1502 Thames Street

MLP 6015/123
3/16/1940
Deed

MLP 5875/327
11/25/1938
Deed

RO 2317/415
5/20/1907
Asgt-

JB 1332/92
2/26/1891
Asgt,

JB 1315/41
10/20/1890
Deed

FAP 833/54
2/21/1879
Deed

GR 739/19
5/3/1876
Deed of asgt.

ED 101/338
4/8/1855
Asgt.

AWB 390/444

1/28/1847
Deed

WG #B/140

12/1/1777
Lease

[ /1772
Lease

A/186
/ /1769
Lease

George Lochner, trustee, Modern Drug and Chemical to Sol Bernson

Joseph Henry Nelson to Modern Drug and Chemical Company

William J. Ruane and Peter J. Ruane to Margaret G. Nelson

Levi M. Smith to Cecelia Nelson

Jacob Samuel to Levi M, Smith

Daniel Greenbaum, trustee, to Jacob Samuel

William P. Freeman to David K. Perry

William P. Freeman to Edward G. Dorry

Clarissa H. Johnson to William G. Freeman and Edward G. Dorry

James Anderson to William Johnson
Mentions a dwelling " . . . where a certain Adam Linsey [sic]
now lives . . ."

John Bond to James Anderson

Ann Fell to John Bond, Lot 22



B-QOOO p. 3

1504 Thames Street

MLP 6523/323
10/20/1943
Deed

SCL "4571/202
8/21/1926
Deed

SCL 4216/11
6/18/1924
Deed

SCL 4194/529
5/14/1924

SCL 4128/36[ 7]
1/4/1924
Deed

SCL/2959/536
3/6/1915

JB 1225/86
1/10/1889
Asgt.

FAP 571/58
6/30/1880

Deed of Leashold

GR 578/134
8/27/1872
Deed

AWB 390/ 444
1/28/1847
Asgt.

AM 265/11
11/3/1864
Asgt.

ED 101/338
2/25/1856
Asgt.

WG #B/140
12/1/1777
Lease

/[ /1772

Lease

A/186
[/ /1769
Lease

Sol Berenson to Eugene Duvall

Carrie B[oo]r to Ruzalia Palarzynski

Bernard Kulwicki, et. al., to Ruzalia Palarzynski

Joseph Mechlinski to Bernard Kulwicki, et. al.

Mary Elizabeth Flaherty, trustee, to Joseph Mechlenski

Frederika Jewer to Mary Elizabeth Flaherty

Joseph Cooper to Frecerika Jewer

Clem Hill, et. al., trustee to Joseph Gooper

Sarah A, Riddle to George T. Ash

Decree April 3, 1880, Joseph Stieff v. Mary Ashe

Clarissa H. Johnson to William G. Freeman and Edward Dorry

Edward Dorry and Samuel M Johnson to Charles Riddle

William G. Freeman to Edward G. Dorry

James Anderson to William Johnson
Mentions a dwelling '". . . where a certain Adam Linsey now lives.

John Bond to James Anderson

Ann Fell to John Bond, Lot 22
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Pe

4

1506 Thames Street

MLP 6015/123
3/16/1940
Deed

MLP 5853/267
8/30/1938
Deed

SCL 5710/49
8/18/1937
Deed

SCL 5432/219
4117/1934
Deed

SCL 5377/219
9/23/1933
Deed

SCL 5031/106
8/1/1929
Deed

RO 1713/440
1/12/1898
Deed

GR 538/401

11/2/1871
Deed

AM 300/77
3/22/1866
Deed

ED 105/269
5/14/1856

JWB 268/57
3/5/1811
Deed

WG #YY 286
8/5/1796
Deed

Lease

/ /1772
Lease
A/186

/ /1769
Lease

Geo lochner, trustee, to Sol Berenson

Home Owners' Loan Corp. to Modern Drug and Chemical Co.

Sophie K. Nordenholz, trustee, to Home Owners' Loan Corp.

Colombo Building, Loan and Savings Assn. to Alfred Durante

Vincent L. Palmisano, trustee, to Colombo Building

Loan and Savings Assn.

Carrie Sussman to Alfred Durante

Herman Samuels, trustee, to Ellen Sussman

Samuel H. Tagart, trustee, to William Oppenheim

Robert A. McAllister, trustee, to John Wells

Amelia J. Beeman, et, al., to Mary Wall, et. al.

Robert G. Henderson, adminbstrator, to Amelia J. Beeman

Isaac van Bibber to James Beeman

A gap exists in the title.

James Anderson to Joseph Beaumont

John Bond to James Anderson

Ann Fell to John Bond, Lot 22



B-4000

5

1508 Thames Street

MLP 6015/123

3/16/1940
Deed

MLP 5852/42
8/31/1938
Deed

SCL 3555/354

3/8/1920
Deed

SCL 3331/449

3/21/1918
Deed

JB 1341
5/4/1891
Deed

JB 1327/105
1/19/1891
Deed

FAP 895/406
4/16/1881
Deed

GR 407/86
1/18/1869
Deed

AM 254/153
3/24/1863
Deed

GES 228/34
3/19/1863
Asgt.

AWB 375/324
10/2/1846
Deed

WG 113/292
3/4/1811
Deed

WG 268/121
5/27/1823
Deed

Lease

/ /1772
Lease

A/186

George Locher, trustee, to Lol Berenson

Edward A. Kimpel to Modern Drug and Chemical Co.

Morris Klein to Edward Kimpel

John C. Day to Morris Klein

Michael J. Long to John C. Day

Louisa Croswell to Michael J. Long

Annie E. Walter, administratrix, to Louisa Croswell

John Stadelmyer to Annie Laubacker

Frecerick Rice and Jacob Rice to John Laubacker

Elizabeth Henderson to Jacob Rice and Frederick Rice

Ann Beaumont to Elizabeth Henderson

Robert G. Henderson, administrator, to Ann Beaumont

Mathew Bennett to Ann Beaumont

A gap exists here in the title,

James Anderson to Joseph Beaumont

John Bond to James Anderson

Ann Fell lease Lot 22 to John Bond in 1769



B=4000.

1502-1508 Thames Street

#9 Major Bibliographical References Continuation Sheet

- Hall of Records, Annapolis

Baltimore City
Baltimore City
Federal Direct
-Baltimore City
Baltimore City
~ =Baltimore City

Baltimore City

Land Records.

Directory, 1796.

Tax Assessment, Depford Hundred, Baltimore City.
Courthouse; Baltimore

Land Records.

Archives, Baltimore

Assessors' Field Rooks, 7th Ward, 1866, 1876, 1898

-Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore

Sandborn Map Company, Insurance Maps of Baltimore, Maryland, Vol. 4,

editions of

1902 and 1917,

NOTE: All research notes are on file at the Maryland Historical Trust.
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1502-8 Thames St. B-4000
Baltimoee, Md.

J« Brough Schamp

31 March 1984

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolss, Md.

S elevation
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1502~8 Thames St, B-4000
Baltimore, Md.

Je Brough Schamp

31 March 1984

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md.
N wall of 1502-4 Thames from T-shaped

warehouse
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1502-8 Thames St. B=-4000
Baltimore, Md,

Je Brough Schamp

31 March 1984

Annapolis, Md., Maryland Historical Trust
1504 1st floor S wall
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1502-8 Thames St. B=4000
Baltimore, Md.

Nancy Miller

February 1984

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md.
1504 1st floor S wall
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31 March 1984

Maryland HIstorical Trust, Annapolis, Md.
1502 1st floor W wall
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